Creighton University College of Nursing
Assumptions of Nursing Simulation

1. A simulated experience can be used to assess student performance, detect gaps in knowledge and to observe and quantify technical performance. 

2. The core competencies from the AACN “Essentials of Baccalaureate Education” can be developed and tested during simulated experiences. 

3. Nursing simulations are effective learning tools when:
a. They are linked to clinical experiences. 

b. Students and faculty are oriented to the simulation laboratory. 

c. Students and faculty are prepared for the experience.  

d. The simulated activities are engaging and interactive. 

e. Debriefing is a critical component of the experience. 

f. Adequate time is allotted for the experiences. 

g. Focused feedback is provided. 

h. All components of the environment are made as realistic as possible. 

i. Students are engaged in the simulated activity.  
4. Nursing simulations prepare students for nursing practice by: 

a. Augmenting clinical experiences 

b. Incorporating affective, cognitive and psychomotor skills 

c. Acting as a bridge for the learner between the classroom and the clinical environment. 

d. Allowing practice of teamwork skills. 

e. Providing an opportunity to build student self-confidence.
5. Simulated experiences are not intended to replace a significant portion of clinical time.  

6. A simulated experience can be used for students to safely explore less stable clinical situations. 
7. Faculty judgment is implicit in the evaluation process relative to leveling of expectations of the students.
 

 

