DOES A STUDENT PROJECT NEED TO BE
SUBMITTED TO THE IRB?

IS THE EXCLUSIVE
PURPOSE OF THE PROJECT
TO SATISFY A COURSE

NO.

The project is also intended to develop
or contribute to generalizable
knowledge.

AS PART OF THE PROJECT, WILL
THE STUDENT - THROUGH
INTERACTION OR INTERVENTION
WITH INDIVIDUALS - OBTAIN, USE,
GENERATE, OR ANALYZE
IDENTIFIABLE INFORMATION OR
BIOSPECIMENS?

NO.
This project does NOT meet the
definition of human subjects research.

DOES THE STUDENT PLAN TO
PUBLISH OR PRESENT THE
RESULTS?

NO.

NO IRB REQUIRED.

REQUIREMENT?

YES.
The project is exclusively to satisfy a course
requirement.

NO IRB REQUIRED. Projects exclusively for
class purposes only are not intended to
develop or contribute to generalizable
knowledge and therefore do not meet the
statutory definition of research.

YES.
This project meets the definition of human
subjects research.

SUBMIT TO IRB.

YES.

The student should check the requirements of
the journal or conference where they intend to
publish or present. If the journal/conference
requires an IRB determination letter:

SUBMIT TO IRB.

PLEASE BE AWARE:
The IRB is unable to issue retrospective approvals or determinations. If any researcher

(student or faculty) is unsure of whether they will need an IRB approval or determination
letter, they should speak with the IRB before any study activities begin.
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