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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

Rev. Daniel S. Hendrickson, SJ, PhD 
President, Creighton University

Dear Creighton University Graduate,

Congratulations on reaching this remarkable milestone. Through hard work, 
perseverance and resilience, you have not just reached the end of your 
studies but the beginning of a new chapter in your life. 
 
Commencement is an incredibly special time, and it is yours to cherish in 
the company of your family, friends and supporters. As a member of the 
Class of 2025, you carry with you the hopes and dreams of those who have 
supported you as well as the legacy of those who have come before you.  
I am proud to count myself among the many individuals who have watched 
you embrace the challenges of higher education and become all the 
stronger and more compassionate because of it. 
 
There is so much to look forward to as you continue your journey. But today, 
I encourage you to reflect on all that has brought you to this moment. Your 
academic rigor, service to the community and commitment to a better 
world—these are rare and extraordinary achievements. You now stand 
among a select few who have dared to pursue excellence with courage  
and heart. 
 
During your time at Creighton, you embraced the unknown and stepped out 
of your comfort zone. You met new people, explored new places, and, most 
importantly, pursued truth in all its forms. I implore you to keep that passion 
for discovery alive and hold with you the lessons of your Jesuit, Catholic 
education as you become a leader the future needs. 
 
As you join the Creighton alumni family of more than 80,000, remember 
that the world will not simply come to you. It is your responsibility to lead 
with clarity of purpose and fullness of soul. Keep seeking truth, embracing 
discomfort and creating change not just as a graduate—but as a Creighton 
graduate.  
 
May God bless you and your family as you celebrate today. You have earned 
this moment—and now, the world awaits your light. Go forward with courage 
and conviction, knowing you will be a Bluejay, always. 

Sincerely,

Rev. Daniel S. Hendrickson, SJ, PhD

Letter from the President
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Order of Exercises
Order of Exercises

PROCESSION 

BANNER CARRIER
Claudia S. Chambers, MD 
Associate Dean, Medical Education

PROVOST’S WELCOME
Mardell A. Wilson, EdD, RDN

Provost

NATIONAL ANTHEM
Caitlin J. Kelley-Smith
Class of 2025

INVOCATION
Rev. Kevin L. Dilworth, SJ 

Chaplain, Phoenix Campus

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Rev. Daniel S. Hendrickson, SJ, PhD

President

BOARD AUTHORIZATION 
Presented by 

Board of Trustees Member

DEGREE CONFERRAL STATEMENT
Rev. Daniel S. Hendrickson, SJ, PhD

 
PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES  
FOR EARNED DEGREES

Robert W. Dunlay, MD 
Dean, School of Medicine

Names read by
Rachel M. Jones, MAEd 
Assistant Dean, Student Affairs

Hooding of candidates by
Sonal P. Haerter, MD

Associate Program Director,
Department of Internal Medicine

Mark A. Fischione, MD

Assistant Dean, Medical Education

SCHOOL OF MEDICINE AWARDS
Robert W. Dunlay, MD 
Dean, School of Medicine 
Doug Jones, MD

Associate Dean, Student Affairs 
Randy R. Richardson, MD 
Regional Dean, Phoenix Campus

CHARGE TO THE GRADUATES
Robert W. Dunlay, MD 
Dean, School of Medicine

PHYSICIAN’S OATH
Randy R. Richardson, MD

Regional Dean, Phoenix Campus 

SENIOR CLASS SPEAKER
Nadia Khan
Class of 2025

TURNING OF THE TASSEL
Rev. Daniel S. Hendrickson, SJ, PhD

STAGE PARTY, FACULTY,  
AND GRADUATE RECESSIONAL
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Vision Statement
United by our Jesuit, Catholic identity, we 
transform learners into exceptional healthcare 
professionals and scientists who are leaders 
in advancing medicine, health and well-being. 

Mission Statement
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DOCTOR OF 
MEDICINE
Jonathan Georges Abdo 
Globe, Arizona 

University of Arizona College  
of Medicine, Tucson, AZ 
Anesthesiology 

Talal Alomar 
Castaic, California 

Olive View-UCLA Medical Center, 
Sylmar, CA 
Internal Medicine 

Cerys Elizabeth Arnold 
Chandler, Arizona 

University of Arizona College  
of Medicine, Phoenix, AZ    
Preliminary Medicine  
Creighton University, Phoenix, AZ    
Diagnostic Radiology 

Margaret Elizabeth Atkinson 
St. Louis, Missouri 

UPMC Medical Education,  
Pittsburgh, PA 
Physical Medicine  
and Rehabilitation 

Oluwatosin Babarinde 
Peoria, Arizona 

LSU School of Medicine, 
New Orleans, LA 
General Surgery 

Andrew Seth Barnes 
West Haven, Utah 

Dignity East Valley, Gilbert, AZ 
Family Medicine 

Kristin Danielle Barringhaus 
cum laude 
Maryland Heights, Missouri 

University of Missouri-KC  
Programs, Kansas City, MO 
Medicine–Pediatrics 

Sarah Katherine Batt 
magna cum laude 
Eldred, Pennsylvania 

Phoenix Children’s Hospital,  
Phoenix, AZ 
Pediatrics 

Maya Melo Block 
Pleasanton, California 

Harbor-UCLA Medical Center, 
Torrance, CA 
Obstetrics and Gynecology 

McCall Katherine Bromelkamp 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

South Brooklyn Health,  
Brooklyn, NY 
General Surgery 

Dylon Buchanan 
Gilbert, Arizona 

Mayo Clinic School of Graduate 
Medical Education, Phoenix, AZ 
Plastic Surgery  

CANDIDATES FOR EARNED DEGREES

Esther Cheng 
Tempe, Arizona 

University of Arizona College  
of Medicine, Tucson, AZ 
Internal Medicine 

Sharon Choe 
Tacoma, Washington 

Providence Health, Portland, OR 
Preliminary Medicine  

Caroline Irene DeCesare 
cum laude 
Santa Cruz, California 

Mayo Clinic School of Graduate 
Medical Education, Rochester, MN 
Pediatrics 

Thomas Allen DeCesare 
Eden Prairie, Minnesota 

Mayo Clinic School of Graduate 
Medical Education, Rochester, MN 
Child Neurology 

Geraldine Desir 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 

Creighton University, Phoenix, AZ 
Family Medicine 

Gregory Peter Devine 
cum laude 
Roseville, California 

Stanford Health Care, Palo Alto, CA 
Neurology 

Eric Pay Tek Do 
Alameda, California 

Sutter Health, Roseville, CA   
Transitional Year     
Santa Clara Valley Medical Center, 
San Jose, CA 
Diagnostic Radiology 

Clarice Marie Douille 
Westlake Village, California 

HonorHealth, Scottsdale, AZ 
Family Medicine 

Elise Ellen Dunning 
summa cum laude 
Enumclaw, Washington 

Rutgers-Community Medical  
Center, Toms River, NJ    
Transitional Year     
University of Washington  
Affiliated Hospitals, Seattle, WA 
Diagnostic Radiology 

Dana Naomi Eitan 
Los Angeles, California 

Mayo Clinic School of Graduate 
Medical Education, Phoenix, AZ 
Otolaryngology 

Francesca Kiyoko Ferri 
Paradise Valley, Arizona 

Creighton University, Phoenix, AZ 
Emergency Medicine 

John William Fitzgerald 
Eureka, Missouri 

University of Arizona College  
of Medicine-South Campus,  
Tucson, AZ 
Family Medicine 

Robert W. Dunlay, MD, Dean

Candidates for Earned Degrees

Lucas Christien Fornefeld 
Phoenix, Arizona 

Phoenix Children’s Hospital,  
Phoenix, AZ 
Pediatrics 

Colleen Marie Glennon 
cum laude 
Leawood, Kansas 

University of Missouri-KC  
Programs, Kansas City, MO   
Preliminary Medicine  
University of Southern California, 
Los Angeles, CA 
Dermatology 

Kelly Nicole Halderman 
Corona, California 

KPC Health Hemet Valley Medical 
Center, Hemet, CA      
Transitional Year     
Harbor-UCLA Medical Center, 
Torrance, CA 
Diagnostic Radiology 

Riley Chase Henderson 
San Diego, California 

UC San Diego Medical Center,  
San Diego, CA 
Pediatrics 

Christian Peter Arguinchona 
Henriksen 

magna cum laude 
Snoqualmie, Washington 

Rutgers-Community Medical  
Center, Toms River, NJ    
Transitional Year     
University of Washington  
Affiliated Hospitals, Seattle, WA 
Diagnostic Radiology 

Michael Anthony Hoenack 
Buckeye, Arizona 

Children’s Hospital,  
Los Angeles, CA 
Child Neurology 

Brandon Kremer Hoglund 
magna cum laude 
North Oaks, Minnesota 

University of Minnesota Medical 
School, Minneapolis, MN 
Neurological Surgery 

Morgan Jane Hopp 
Northridge, California 

Inova Fairfax Hospital,  
Falls Church, VA 
General Surgery 

Tahrin Imam 
Tampa, Florida 

Maimonides Medical Center, 
Brooklyn, NY 
Emergency Medicine 

Eleanor Urban Johnston 
Park City, Utah 

St. Joseph Hospital SCL Health, 
Denver, CO 
Obstetrics and Gynecology 

Gianna Marché Jordan 
Chandler, Arizona 

Creighton University, Phoenix, AZ 
Preliminary Surgery 

Eric King-fu Juang 
Taipei, Taiwan 

University of Arizona College  
of Medicine, Phoenix, AZ 
Preliminary Medicine  
Creighton University, Phoenix, AZ    
Diagnostic Radiology 

Caitlin Joyce Kelley-Smith 
cum laude 
Springville, California 

University of Texas Medical 
Branch, Galveston, TX 
Emergency Medicine 

Amina Ali Khan 
Burlington, North Carolina 

University of Cincinnati Medical 
Center, Cincinnati, OH 
Internal Medicine 

Nadia Khan 
Scottsdale, Arizona 

University of Arizona College  
of Medicine, Phoenix, AZ    
Internal Medicine 

Colin Patrick Kirsch 
Omaha, Nebraska 

UCLA Medical Center,  
Los Angeles, CA 
Anesthesiology 

Jacob James Knittel 
Phoenix, Arizona 

Dignity East Valley, Chandler, AZ     
Preliminary Medicine  
Creighton University, Phoenix, AZ 
Diagnostic Radiology 

Eric William Lam 
Rosemead, California 

Loma Linda University,  
Loma Linda, CA 
Physical Medicine and 
Rehabilitation 

Tec Joon Lee 
Severna Park, Maryland 

Creighton University, Mesa, AZ 
Psychiatry 

Katerina Vakana Liong 
Tempe, Arizona 

Cambridge Health Alliance,  
Cambridge, MA 
Psychiatry 

Nicholas Ryan Lopez 
Phoenix, Arizona 

Creighton University, Phoenix, AZ 
Internal Medicine 
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Rowan Isabelle Lovich 
Captain, U.S. Air Force 
summa cum laude 
Ashland, Oregon 

David Grant Medical Center, Travis 
Air Force Base, Fairfield, CA 
Transitional Year     
David Grant Medical Center, Travis 
Air Force Base, Fairfield, CA 
Diagnostic Radiology 

Varun Mahadevan 
Hayward, California 

University of Utah Health,  
Salt Lake City, UT 
Internal Medicine 

Atma Martyn 
San Diego, California 

Kimberly Keiko Mayekawa 
Walnut, California 

Loma Linda University,  
Loma Linda, CA 
Emergency Medicine 

Margaret Mary McCann 
St. Louis, Missouri 

Barnes-Jewish Hospital,  
St. Louis, MO 
Internal Medicine 

Ali Muhammad Memon 
Seattle, Washington 

UC Irvine Medical Center,  
Orange, CA 
Preliminary Medicine  
University of Texas Southwestern 
Medical School, Dallas, TX 
Diagnostic Radiology 

Andrew Ian Militante 
Cerritos, California 

University of Arizona College  
of Medicine-South Campus,  
Tucson, AZ 
Family Medicine 

Maria Anita Miller 
Colorado Springs, Colorado 

University of North Carolina  
Hospitals, Chapel Hill, NC 
Anesthesiology 

Allison Elizabeth Morrow 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 

University of Colorado School of 
Medicine-Denver, Aurora, CO 
Pediatrics 

Daniel Nguyen 
Captain, U.S. Air Force 
Phoenix, Arizona 

Wright-Patterson Medical Center, 
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base/
Wright State University, Dayton, OH 
Emergency Medicine 

Sreecharita Nidamanuri 
Gilbert, Arizona 

West Virginia University School  
of Medicine, Morgantown, WV 
Neurological Surgery 

Elizabeth Grace Niehoff 
Seattle, Washington 

HCA Houston  
Healthcare/University of Houston, 
Kingwood, TX 
General Surgery 

Bretta Marie Nienow 
Woodbury, Minnesota 

Eliace Noory 
Fountain Valley, California 

Scripps Clinic/Green Hospital,  
La Jolla, CA 
Internal Medicine 

Bryant Obinna Noss 
Yokohama, Japan 

Mayo Clinic School of Graduate 
Medical Education, Scottsdale, AZ 
Anesthesiology 

Madeline Joi O’Connor 
magna cum laude 
Eagan, Minnesota 

Mayo Clinic School of Graduate 
Medical Education, Phoenix, AZ 
Plastic Surgery  

Devin Michael O’Toole 
Phoenix, Arizona 

University of Texas at Austin Dell 
Medical School, Austin, TX 
General Surgery

Shana Akua Boatema Ofori 
Glendale, Arizona 

Creighton University, Phoenix, AZ    
Family Medicine 

Emma Parenteau 
Phoenix, Arizona 

Vanderbilt University Medical 
Center, Nashville, TN 
Anesthesiology 

Anjali K. Patel 
Phoenix, Arizona 

Temple University Hospital,  
Philadelphia, PA 
Neurology 

Anika Smita Patel 
Mercer Island, Washington 

University of Texas Southwestern 
Medical School, Dallas, TX 
Internal Medicine 

Steven Prado 
Van Nuys, California 

Dignity Northridge Hospital  
Medical Center, Northridge, CA 
Family Medicine 

Romain Pierre-Michel Rabany 
Phoenix, Arizona 

University of Texas Health Science 
Center, San Antonio, TX 
Anesthesiology 

Amritha Madelyn Rajasekhar 
Aurora, Illinois 

Loyola University Medical Center, 
Maywood, IL 
Internal Medicine 

Pablo Antonio Read 
San Francisco, California 

University of Hawaii, Honolulu, HI 
Psychiatry 

Emily Ann Reeson 
West Point, Nebraska 

Rush University Medical Center, 
Chicago, IL 
Orthopaedic Surgery 

Mary Jane Risch 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 

University of Illinois College  
of Medicine, Chicago, IL 
Anesthesiology 

Richard Kainalu He Makana 
Makamae Rista 

Kapolei, Hawaii 
University of Hawaii, Honolulu, HI 
Internal Medicine 

Aurora Rodriguez 
Ciudad Obregon, Mexico 

Oregon Health & Science  
University, Portland, OR 
Ophthalmology 

Sarah Elizabeth Rusanowski 
cum laude 
Phoenix, Arizona 

Phoenix Children’s Hospital, 
Phoenix, AZ    
Pediatrics 

Benjamen Stewart Ryckman 
St. Louis, Missouri 

Barnes-Jewish Hospital,  
St. Louis, MO 
Anesthesiology 

Samhita Vishnupriya Sengupta 
Ellicott City, Maryland 

Creighton University, Phoenix, AZ 
Internal Medicine 

Julia Shadi Shabanian 
Beverly Hills, California 

University of Southern California, 
Los Angeles, CA 
Psychiatry 

Ava Smesik 
Phoenix, Illinois 

Creighton University, Phoenix, AZ    
Obstetrics & Gynecology 

Carson Keith Smith 
Phoenix, Arizona 

University of Texas Medical 
Branch, Galveston, TX 
Anesthesiology 

Michael James Smith 
cum laude 
Jackson, Missouri 

Barrow Neurological Institute  
at SJHMC, Phoenix, AZ 
Neurology 

Anupama Somaratna 
Los Angeles, California 

University of Arizona College  
of Medicine, Phoenix, AZ 
Internal Medicine 

Samuel Ryan Sorkhi 
Rancho Santa Fe, California 

Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical 
Center, Lebanon, NH 
Urology 

Laurel Anna Spaccarelli 
cum laude 
Oak Park, Illinois 

Loyola University Medical Center, 
Maywood, IL 
Psychiatry 

Daniel Spalinski 
Harwood Heights, Illinois 

Aurora St. Lukes Medical Center, 
Milwaukee, WI 
Diagnostic Radiology 

Erik Andrew Steinberger 
Phoenix, Arizona 

Creighton University, Mesa, AZ 
Psychiatry 

Alison Avery Stiller 
cum laude 
Lindstrom, Minnesota 

Gundersen Lutheran Medical 
Foundation, La Crosse, WI   
Transitional Year 
Mayo Clinic School of Graduate 
Medical Education, Rochester, MN 
Diagnostic Radiology 

Kathryn Alexandra Szymanski 
Whittier, California 

California Pacific Medical Center, 
San Francisco, CA 
Preliminary Medicine  
UCLA Medical Center,  
Los Angeles, CA 
Diagnostic Radiology 

Lindsey Rose Theut 
Phoenix, Arizona 

Creighton University, Mesa, AZ 
Psychiatry 

Amanda Kate Thomas 
cum laude 
Scottsdale, Arizona 

Dignity East Valley, Chandler, AZ 
Preliminary Medicine  

Danielle Le Tran 
cum laude 
South San Francisco, California 

UC San Diego Medical Center,  
San Diego, CA 
Internal Medicine 

Eric Anthony Tran 
San Jose, California 

University of Southern California, 
Los Angeles, CA 
Internal Medicine 

Jessica Esther Tseng 
Brea, California 

Dignity Methodist Hospital,  
Sacramento, CA 
Family Medicine 

Ethan James VanDemark 
Mesa, Arizona 

El Rio Health, Tucson, AZ 
Family Medicine 

Patrick Burke Wintergalen 
Phoenix, Arizona 

University of Texas Health Science 
Center, San Antonio, TX 
Anesthesiology 

Carolyn Dean Wolf 
New York, New York 

Lahey Clinic-Massachusetts,  
Burlington, MA  
Psychiatry

DOCTOR OF MEDICINE CONTINUED
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Tim Kuan Yu 
Arcadia, California 

University of Arizona College  
of Medicine, Tucson, AZ 
Internal Medicine 

Sherif Zineldine 
Rapid City, South Dakota 

Health Education Services- 
Tennessee, Tucson, AZ   
Transitional Year   
Creighton University, Phoenix, AZ 
Diagnostic Radiology 

Angela Min Zou 
Sammamish, Washington 

University of Washington Affiliated 
Hospitals, Seattle, WA 
Internal Medicine 

DOCTOR OF MEDICINE CONTINUED
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Recitation of Oaths

Physician’s Oath 
 
As I enter the practice of medicine, I solemnly pledge  
to give my life and talents to the service of humanity.  
I will practice medicine with conscience and dignity.  
I will not permit considerations of race, gender, sexual 
orientation, religion, nationality, ideology or social standing 
to intervene between my art and my patient. The health  
and life of my patient will be my first consideration and  
I will abstain from whatever is deleterious or mischievous.  
I will hold in confidence all that my patient confides in me.

I will give respect and gratitude to my deserving teachers 
and all who have helped me in my pursuit of knowledge, 
empathy and wisdom. My colleagues will be my brothers  
and sisters and, by instruction and example, we will impart  
a knowledge of the art to those who wish to learn it.

I will maintain the utmost respect for human life and the 
dignity of my fellow man. I will not use my knowledge 
contrary to the laws of humanity and will strive to do  
no harm.

May God grant me the wisdom and compassion to practice 
this art. I make this oath freely and upon my honor.
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Traditions of Creighton

Creighton Seal
The Creighton University seal includes elements representing the Creighton 
family, Creighton’s Jesuit tradition and the Omaha Archdiocese.

The gold stripes on the red field, in the upper left-hand quadrant of the shield, 
come from the family coat of arms of St. Ignatius of Loyola, the founder of the 
Society of Jesus (Jesuits). The lion rampant comes from the Creighton family 
coat of arms, and the three seashells on a field of white and red sable come from 
the Wareham family coat of arms—paying homage to Creighton University’s 
founding families. The design for the shield’s final quadrant, in the lower left, 
comes from the coat of arms of the Archdiocese of Omaha. The starburst behind 
the shield comes from the seal of the Society of Jesus.

Traditions of Creighton
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Academic Attire
The history of academic dress reaches far back into the early days of the oldest universities. A statute of 1321 required 
that all “Doctors, Licentiates, and Bachelors” of the University of Coimbra wear gowns. In England, in the second half of 
the 14th century, the statutes of certain colleges forbade “excess in apparel” and prescribed the wearing of a long gown. 
While European institutions continue to show great diversity in their specifications of academic dress, American colleges 
and universities generally have adopted the Intercollegiate Code for Academic Costumes. This code specifies design 
characteristics of gowns, hoods, caps and tassels, including pattern, material, color and trimmings.

For all academic purposes, including trimmings of doctors’ gowns, edging of hoods and tassels of caps, the colors 
associated with the different subjects are as follows:

Agriculture .............................................................................. Maize
Architecture .................................................................. Blue Violet
Arts, Letters, Humanities .................................................... White
Commerce, Accountancy, Business ............................. Nugget
Dentistry .....................................................................................Lilac
Economics ...........................................................................Copper
Education ........................................................................ Light Blue
Engineering .........................................................................Orange
Fine Arts ................................................................................. Brown
Forestry ..................................................................................Russet
Journalism...........................................................................Crimson
Law ...........................................................................................Purple
Library Science .................................................................... Lemon
Medicine ..................................................................................Green
Music ........................................................................................... Pink

Nursing ..................................................................................Apricot
Occupational Therapy ..................................................... Ink Blue
Oratory (Speech) ..........................................................Silver Gray
Pharmacy .................................................................... Olive Green
Philosophy .......................................................................Dark Blue
Physical Education ....................................................Sage Green
Physical Therapy ......................................................................Teal
Public Administration,  
   including Foreign Service ................................ Peacock Blue
Public Health ..............................................................Salmon Pink
Science ....................................................................Golden Yellow
Social Work .............................................................................Citron
Theology ............................................................................... Scarlet
Veterinary Science ..................................................................Gray

Academic Attire
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Board of Trustees and President’s Council

Board of 
Trustees

President’s Council
Rev. Daniel S. Hendrickson, SJ, PhD
President

Mardell A. Wilson, EdD, RDN
Provost

Jan D. Madsen
Executive Vice President

Eric T. Baldwin, DMin
Vice Provost, Student Life

Marcus L. Blossom
McCormick Endowed Athletic Director

A. Barron Breland, DM
Vice Provost, Faculty and Academic Affairs
Dean, Graduate School 

Mary E. Chase, EdD*
Vice Provost, Enrollment Management 

Jessica R. Clark, DNP, RN
Dean, College of Nursing

Kari Costello, DBA
Vice Provost, Global Engagement

Mary Ann Danielson, PhD
University Faculty President

Rev. Kevin L. Dilworth, SJ
Chaplain, Phoenix Campus

Robert W. Dunlay, MD*
Dean, School of Medicine

Joshua P. Fershée, JD
Dean, School of Law

Rev. Kevin T. FitzGerald, SJ, PhD, PhD
Associate Professor, School of Medicine

Matthew C. Gerard
Vice President, University Relations 

Heidi W. Grunkemeyer*
Vice President, University  
Communications and Marketing 

Anthony R. Hendrickson, PhD
Dean, Heider College of Business 

Helen M. Hurst, DNP
Associate Dean, College of Nursing, 
Phoenix Campus 

James S. Jansen, JD*
General Counsel and Corporate Secretary

Bridget M. Keegan, PhD
Dean, College of Arts and Sciences 

Randy R. Richardson, MD
Regional Dean, School of Medicine,  
Phoenix Campus

Cynthia M. Schmersal, EdD*
Vice President, Mission and Ministry

Derek M. Scott
Associate Vice President,
Facilities Management 

Gayla M. Stoner, PhD
Dean, College of Professional  
and Continuing Education 

Judi A. Szatko
Associate Vice President,  
Human Resources 

Scott A. Taylor
Interim Vice President,  
Information Technology

Pernell J. Toney
Director of Recruitment,  
Human Resources

Sarah Singletary Walker, PhD
Vice President, Equity,  
Diversity and Inclusion 

Jillian A. Wallen, BDS, MS
Dean, School of Dentistry

Susan Speliopoulos Weems
Assistant Dean, Student Affairs and 
Operations, Phoenix Campus

Amy Friedman Wilson, PharmD*
Dean, School of Pharmacy  
and Health Professions

W. Wayne Young Jr., PhD*
Vice Provost, Student Success

*Creighton alumnus/alumna

Diane K. Duren* 

Chair
 

CREIGHTON UNIVERSITY

Mark W. Henkels*
Vice Chair

Josephine P. Abboud* 
Thomas D. Barry* 
Rev. Casey C. Beaumier, SJ, PhD
James T. Blackledge*
Rev. Timothy R. Breen, SJ, Trustee Associate
Rev. Matthew E. Carnes, SJ, PhD
Jerry K. Crouse
Christopher J. Elias, MD*
Michael J. Finley*
Todd A. Foje, JD* 
William J. Fox, JD* 
John W. Graham
Lee C. Graves, JD* 
Robert J. Greenwood*
Susan M. Haddix 
Sharon C. Harper*

Scott C. Heider
Rev. Daniel S. Hendrickson, SJ, PhD
Catherine L. Hughes*
Linda S. Hunt*
Rev. Eric T. Immel, SJ, Trustee Associate 
Eric L. Keen
Richard T. Kizer, JD*
Wende L. Kotouc
Clark D. Lauritzen
Rev. William P. Leahy, SJ, PhD
Derek J. Leathers
Elizabeth A. Lenke*
Donald E. Montgomery, JD*
Chris J. Murphy
Rev. Ronald R. O’Dwyer, SJ, EdD, Trustee Associate
Janis M. Orlowski, MD 

Melvin P. Palalay, MD*
Conan J. Rainwater, SJ, Trustee Associate*
Mark H. Rauenhorst*
Robert A. Reed Jr.
Karrin Taylor Robson, JD
Kenny G. Rocker 
William J. Roe*
Rev. Nicholas J.C. Santos, SJ, PhD
Ann L. Schmitt
Tobin A. Schropp, JD
James K. Simpson*
Kevin N. Travers*
Karen M. Van Dyke*
Mark R. Walter, JD*

*Creighton alumnus/alumna
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Edward Creighton John CreightonMary Lucretia Creighton Sarah Emily Creighton

Edward and Mary Lucretia Creighton, along with Edward’s brother, John, settled in  
Omaha in the 1850s. John married Mary Lucretia’s sister, Sarah Emily Wareham, in 
1868, and the four are considered the founders of Creighton University. Edward’s 
work with the transcontinental telegraph and freighting, ranching, railroading and 
banking became a major force in the city’s economic development. The two brothers 
were widely known for their business enterprises, and the two couples were also 
widely regarded for their philanthropy.

Edward died in 1874, and his widow included $100,000 in her will to establish 
Creighton College in memory of her husband. Mary Lucretia died in 1876, and her 
executors, who included her brother-in-law John, purchased 6.2 acres of land at  
the northwest corner of what is currently 24th and California streets. The land and 
additional securities were transferred to Bishop James O’Connor of Omaha, and 
construction began on the school. 

The bishop asked the Jesuits to operate the  
school and the first president, Roman A. Shaffel, SJ, 
arrived in Omaha in late 1877; the school opened  
on Sept. 2, 1878. One priest, two scholastics, 
a layman and a laywoman formed the faculty. 
The school began with 120 students ranging 
in age from 6 to 30. On Aug. 14, 1879, Bishop 
O’Connor surrendered his trust to the Jesuits, who 
incorporated “The Creighton University” under 
Nebraska law. Much of the initial teaching was 
below the collegiate level; in 1891, Creighton 
University awarded its first baccalaureate degree.

Edward and Mary Lucretia’s generosity is credited with establishing Creighton 
College, while John and Sarah Emily’s philanthropy enlarged it to a five-school 
university. Today, Creighton University consists of nine schools and colleges:

 • College of Arts and Sciences (1878)
 • School of Medicine (1892)
 • School of Law (1904)
 • School of Dentistry (1905)
 • School of Pharmacy and Health Professions (1905)
 • Heider College of Business (1920)
 • Graduate School (1926)
 • College of Nursing (1971; four-year bachelor’s degree program began in 1958) 
 • College of Professional and Continuing Education  

(Established as University College in 1983)

History of Creighton University

History of Creighton University
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Virginia G. Piper Performing Arts Center

Graduates

Sta�/A�liates

Faculty in Regalia
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Graduation Honors
Students may graduate with honors. Criteria for graduation honors can be found in the Creighton 
University catalogs. Honors for students with previously conferred degrees are listed in this program. 
Honors for students with May degrees met the honors criteria based on Fall 2024 cumulative grade point 
averages. Official honors will be awarded on the transcript and diploma based on Spring 2025 cumulative 
grade point averages. Honors for students who anticipate completing their degree requirements in August 
or December are not listed in this program. Honors will be awarded on the transcript and diploma at the 
time of degree conferral.

Degree Conferral 
Creighton University confers degrees three times per year: August, December, and May. Annual University 
commencement ceremonies are held in May for all Colleges and Schools. The hooding ritual is included 
in the commencement ceremony for master and doctoral level students. An additional graduate level 
commencement ceremony is held in December. Students who complete their degree programs in August 
or December may attend the commencement ceremony following completion, or with the approval of the 
Office of the Dean, in the preceding May. Participation in a commencement ceremony does not guarantee 
a degree is officially earned. A degree is conferred only after the dean verifies all academic requirements 
are met and the degree is posted on the student’s transcript by the Office of the Registrar.

Ceremony Photos
Ceremony Photos will photograph each graduate receiving his or her diploma. Graduates will be emailed 
a link to their photo proofs, or they can go to ceremonyphotos.com for more information. Questions may 
be addressed to service@ceremonyphotos.com or call 402.917.6518.

Connect to the Creighton Commencement experience using #CreightonGrad

  @creightonphx  |  @creightonmedicine  |  @creightonalumni

  CreightonPhoenix  |  CreightonUniversitySchoolofMedicine  |  CreightonUniversityAlumni

  Creighton University Health Sciences Campus - Phoenix

Lord, teach me to be generous; teach me to serve you as you 
deserve; to give and not to count the cost; to fight and not to heed 
the wounds; to toil and not to seek for rest; to labor and not to ask 
for reward; save that of knowing that I am doing your will.

A Prayer for Generosity 
St. Ignatius of Loyola, Founder of the Society of Jesus (the Jesuits)

Social Media
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SEPT. 12–14, 2025
Reconnect with classmates. Reminisce about your college 
days. And remember that Creighton forever remains your 
home away from home. 
More info: creighton.edu/creightondays

Welcome to the 
Creighton University 
alumni family,
now more than 80,000 strong. While 
your time as a student is coming to a 
close, your time in our global alumni 
community is just getting started. No 
matter where life takes you, we will be 
here to support you with opportunities 
and benefits to help you stay connected. 
Bluejays for life. 

alumni.creighton.edu

Welcome to the Alumni Family
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