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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

Rev. Daniel S. Hendrickson, SJ, PhD 
President, Creighton University

Dear Creighton University Graduate,

Congratulations on reaching this remarkable milestone. Through hard work, 
perseverance and resilience, you have not just reached the end of your 
studies but the beginning of a new chapter in your life. 
 
Commencement is an incredibly special time, and it is yours to cherish in 
the company of your family, friends and supporters. As a member of the 
Class of 2025, you carry with you the hopes and dreams of those who have 
supported you as well as the legacy of those who have come before you.  
I am proud to count myself among the many individuals who have watched 
you embrace the challenges of higher education and become all the 
stronger and more compassionate because of it. 
 
There is so much to look forward to as you continue your journey. But today, 
I encourage you to reflect on all that has brought you to this moment. Your 
academic rigor, service to the community and commitment to a better 
world—these are rare and extraordinary achievements. You now stand 
among a select few who have dared to pursue excellence with courage  
and heart. 
 
During your time at Creighton, you embraced the unknown and stepped out 
of your comfort zone. You met new people, explored new places, and, most 
importantly, pursued truth in all its forms. I implore you to keep that passion 
for discovery alive and hold with you the lessons of your Jesuit, Catholic 
education as you become a leader the future needs. 
 
As you join the Creighton alumni family of more than 80,000, remember 
that the world will not simply come to you. It is your responsibility to lead 
with clarity of purpose and fullness of soul. Keep seeking truth, embracing 
discomfort and creating change not just as a graduate—but as a Creighton 
graduate.  
 
May God bless you and your family as you celebrate today. You have earned 
this moment—and now, the world awaits your light. Go forward with courage 
and conviction, knowing you will be a Bluejay, always. 

Sincerely,

Rev. Daniel S. Hendrickson, SJ, PhD

Letter from the President
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PROCESSION 

MACE BEARER
Jason C. Bartz, PhD

Associate Dean, Academic and Faculty Affairs

BANNER CARRIER
Caron J. Gray, MD

Professor, 
Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology 

PROVOST’S WELCOME
Mardell A. Wilson, EdD, RDN

Provost

INVOCATION
Rev. Nicholas J. C. Santos, SJ, PhD

Associate Professor, Heider College of Business

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Rev. Daniel S. Hendrickson, SJ, PhD

President

BOARD AUTHORIZATION 
Presented by 

Board of Trustees Member

DEGREE CONFERRAL STATEMENT
Rev. Daniel S. Hendrickson, SJ, PhD

President

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES  
FOR EARNED DEGREES

Robert W. Dunlay, MD 
Dean, School of Medicine

Names read by
Michael G. Kavan, PhD 
Associate Dean, Student Affairs

Hooding of candidates by
Terence L. Zach, MD

Professor and Chair, Department of Pediatrics
Marcus W. Balters, MD

Professor and Vice-Chair of Surgical Education,  
Department of Surgery

SCHOOL OF MEDICINE AWARDS
Michael G. Kavan, PhD 
Associate Dean, Student Affairs

CHARGE TO THE GRADUATES
Robert W. Dunlay, MD 
Dean, School of Medicine

PHYSICIAN’S OATH
Robert W. Dunlay, MD 
Dean, School of Medicine

SENIOR CLASS SPEAKER
Emily N. Krier
President, Class of 2025

TURNING OF THE TASSEL
Rev. Daniel S. Hendrickson, SJ, PhD

President

STAGE PARTY, FACULTY,  
AND GRADUATE RECESSIONAL

Order of Exercises

Order of Exercises
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Vision Statement

Vision Statement
United by our Jesuit, Catholic identity, we 
transform learners into exceptional healthcare 
professionals and scientists who are leaders 
in advancing medicine, health and well-being. 
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DOCTOR OF MEDICINE

Kaamil Ameen Abid 
West Des Moines, Iowa 

Creighton University, Omaha, NE 
Psychiatry 

Grant William Aden 
Ballwin, Missouri 

Children’s Mercy Hospital,  
Kansas City, MO 
Pediatrics 

Matthew Francis Adolph 
Winchester, Massachusetts 

Maine Medical Center,  
Portland, ME 
Internal Medicine 

Mohammed Sultan Al Kurnas 
summa cum laude
Irvine, California 

Mayo Clinic School of Graduate 
Medical Education, Rochester, MN 
Internal Medicine 

Daniel Gudmund Alme 
summa cum laude
Billings, Montana 

Billings Clinic, Billings, MT 
Preliminary Medicine 
Cleveland Clinic Foundation, 
Cleveland, OH 
Radiation Oncology 

Emily K. Ambler 
cum laude
Wheaton, Illinois 

University of Colorado School  
of Medicine, Aurora, CO 
Pediatrics 

Maria Christine Arroyo 
Lenexa, Kansas 

University of Missouri-Kansas City, 
Kansas City, MO 
Psychiatry 

Nathaniel Steven Ashby 
Beaverton, Oregon 

University of South Florida,  
Tampa, FL 
Ophthalmology 

Anne Marie Backer 
St. Louis, Missouri 

University of Nebraska  
Medical Center, Omaha, NE 
Pediatrics 

Nikita Baral 
Greenwood Village, Colorado 

University of Colorado School  
of Medicine, Aurora, CO 
Internal Medicine 

Erika Elisabeth Bartschat 
Des Moines, Iowa 

Central Iowa Health System,  
Des Moines, IA 
General Surgery 

Ashley Laake Becker 
Cincinnati, Ohio 

Case Western/University Hospitals 
Cleveland Medical Center,  
Cleveland, OH 
Pediatrics 

Troy Joseph Belleville 
Fort Collins, Colorado 

University of Nebraska  
Medical Center, Omaha, NE 
Preliminary Medicine 
University of Colorado School  
of Medicine, Aurora, CO 
Diagnostic Radiology 

Taylor Jane Billion 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota 

University of Colorado School  
of Medicine, Aurora, CO 
Internal Medicine 

Judzia Nichole Bombard 
Las Vegas, Nevada 

University of Hawaii, Honolulu, HI 
Obstetrics and Gynecology 

Ashley Marie Borland 
Maple Grove, Minnesota 

University at Buffalo School  
of Medicine/Sisters of Charity,  
Buffalo, NY 
Obstetrics and Gynecology 

Marco Braaten 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Barnes-Jewish Hospital,  
St. Louis, MO 
Internal Medicine 

Zachary Gerard Brandt 
Helena, Montana 

Central Iowa Health System,  
Des Moines, IA 
Transitional Year 
Creighton University, Omaha, NE 
Diagnostic Radiology 

Taylor Marie Carlson 
Redlands, California 

Loma Linda University,  
Loma Linda, CA 
Ophthalmology 

Clay Lofton Cashman 
magna cum laude
Phoenix, Arizona 

University of Miami/Jackson  
Health System, Miami, FL 
General Surgery 

Jack Timothy Catoe 
Lieutenant, U.S. Navy 
Annapolis, Maryland 

Naval Medical Center,  
San Diego, CA 
Transitional Year 

Branden William Chamberlain 
Eagan, Minnesota 

University of Nebraska  
Medical Center, Omaha, NE 
Anesthesiology 

Chace Allen Edward Cook 
Eagle, Idaho 

Idaho State University, Rexburg, ID 
Family Medicine 

April Mary Cooke 
Fairfield, Connecticut 

Phoenix Children’s Hospital,  
Phoenix, AZ 
Pediatrics 

Kyle Robert Crossman 
Hamilton, Montana 

University of Tennessee Graduate 
School of Medicine, Knoxville, TN 
Preliminary Surgery 

Emma Halle Curran 
Captain, U.S. Air Force 
Colorado Springs, Colorado 

Wright Patterson Air Force Base, 
Dayton, OH 
Preliminary Medicine 

Chase Leigh Currier 
magna cum laude
Arlington, Massachusetts 

Brown University/Butler Hospital, 
Providence, RI 
Psychiatry 

Joseph Benton Davidson 
Bellevue, Washington 

University of Nebraska  
Medical Center, Omaha, NE 
Anesthesiology 

McKayla Marie Deisz 
Eagan, Minnesota 

Mayo Clinic School of Graduate 
Medical Education, Rochester, MN 
Internal Medicine 

Marie Kathleen Dix 
Naperville, Illinois 

Memorial Hospital, South Bend, IN
Family Medicine 

Gianna Marie Doria 
Berkeley Heights, New Jersey 

CMSRU/Cooper University  
Hospital, Camden, NJ 
Emergency Medicine 

Claire MacKenzie Embree 
Coppell, Texas 

Mayo Clinic School of Graduate 
Medical Education, Rochester, MN 
Internal Medicine 

Kyra Gabrielle Faulstich 
Gig Harbor, Washington 

University of Missouri,  
Kansas City, MO 
Medicine–Pediatrics 

Kiara Marie Gallagher 
magna cum laude
Lockport, Illinois 

Duke University Medical Center, 
Durham, NC 
Internal Medicine 

Samuel Stephen Gay 
Cary, North Carolina 

Central Iowa Health System,  
Des Moines, IA 
Preliminary Surgery 

Margaret Mary Glick 
Dallas, Texas 

Baylor University Medical Center, 
Dallas, TX 
General Surgery 

Adrianna Lee Glisan 
Darien, Illinois 

Rush University Medical Center, 
Chicago, IL 
Anesthesiology 

Marcos Gonzalez Perez 
Miami, Florida 

University of South Florida Morsani 
College of Medicine, Tampa, FL 
Pathology 

Heather Della Hagopian 
Chicago, Illinois 

St. Francis Hospital, Evanston, IL 
Transitional Year 
Illinois Masonic Medical Center, 
Chicago, IL 
Diagnostic Radiology

Elizabeth Anne Hennessy 
Lewiston, Minnesota 

The Metro Health System/ 
Case Western, Cleveland, OH 
Emergency Medicine 

Kathleen Carpenter Hohner 
Wood Dale, Illinois 

Northwestern McGaw/NMH/VA, 
Geneva, IL 
Family Medicine 

Eva Marie Holland 
cum laude
Springfield, Missouri 

University of Kansas School  
of Medicine, Kansas City, KS 
Internal Medicine 

Ashley Nicole Hooten Graham 
Corpus Christi, Texas 

University of Texas Southwestern 
Medical School, Dallas, TX 
Pediatrics 

Robert Wilmer Hu 
Los Angeles, California 

Northwestern McGaw/NMH/VA, 
Chicago, IL 
General Surgery 

Robert W. Dunlay, MD, Dean

CANDIDATES FOR EARNED DEGREES

Candidates for Earned Degrees
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Barry Chengdong Huang 
Acton, Massachusetts 

Graduating in December 2025 

Sullivan Liam Hughes 
Captain, U.S. Air Force 
Duchesne, Utah 

Offutt Air Force Base, Omaha, NE 
Family Medicine 

Julia Ketan Jobanputra 
Littleton, Colorado 

University of California San Diego 
Medical Center, San Diego, CA 
Emergency Medicine 

Mitchell Johnson 
Fredonia, Arizona 

John Peter Smith Hospital,  
Fort Worth, TX 
Family Medicine 

Victoria Ellen Johnson 
Panama City, Florida 

Stanford Health Care, Stanford, CA 
Pediatrics 

Alexandria Bailey Jones 
Overland Park, Kansas 

Creighton University, Omaha, NE 
Obstetrics and Gynecology

Rimzhim Himanshu Kashikar 
Lieutenant, U.S. Navy 
Greenwood Village, Colorado 

Naval Medical Center,  
San Diego, CA 
Obstetrics and Gynecology 

Ayushi Kaul 
Fort Collins, Colorado 

University of Nebraska  
Medical Center, Omaha, NE 
Pediatrics 

Claire Annette Kearney 
Lakeside, California 

University of Massachusetts Chan 
Medical School, Worcester, MA 
Internal Medicine 

Sadie Pauline Keesler 
Tucson, Arizona 

University of Nebraska  
Medical Center, Omaha, NE 
Psychiatry 

Jared Rayborn Kennard 
Madison, Alabama 

Mercy Medical Center,  
Des Moines, IA 
General Surgery 

Reid Howell Koren 
Charlotte, North Carolina 

TJU/Nemours Children’s Health, 
Wilmington, DE 
Pediatrics 

Grant Joseph Koskay 
magna cum laude
Southlake, Texas 

Methodist Hospital, Houston, TX 
Neurological Surgery 

Luke Matthew Krajewski 
Omaha, Nebraska 

Lincoln Medical Education  
Partnership, Lincoln, NE 
Family Medicine 

Emily Nicole Krier 
magna cum laude
Excelsior, Minnesota 

University of Tennessee Graduate 
School of Medicine, Knoxville, TN 
General Surgery

Connor Cole Lanoue 
magna cum laude
Sierra Vista, Arizona 

University of Chicago Medical 
Center, Chicago, IL 
Anesthesiology 

Renee Christy Lau 
Naperville, Illinois 

Southern Illinois University School 
of Medicine & Affiliate Hospitals, 
Springfield, IL 
Psychiatry 

Katarzyna Elizabeth Leavitt 
West Palm Beach, Florida 

Florida State University College  
of Medicine/Lee Memorial,  
Fort Myers, FL 
Family Medicine 

Dong-Jin Joshua Lee 
North Potomac, Maryland 

Campbell University,  
Buies Creek, NC 
Transitional Year 
Tulane University School  
of Medicine, New Orleans, LA 
Diagnostic Radiology 

Samantha Diane Lesch 
Portland, Oregon 

Providence Health, Portland, OR 
Internal Medicine 

Kimberly Kraft Levine 
Boulder, Colorado 

University of Nebraska  
Medical Center, Omaha, NE 
Internal Medicine 

Ricki Lieu 
Tacoma, Washington 

Oregon Health & Science  
University, Portland, OR 
Psychiatry 

Hunter Scott Litz 
summa cum laude
Dallas, Texas 

Duke University Medical Center, 
Durham, NC 
Internal Medicine 

Adam Christopher Liu 
San Carlos, California 

St. Clair Health, Pittsburgh, PA 
Transitional Year 
SSM Health/St. Louis University 
School of Medicine, St. Louis, MO 
Diagnostic Radiology 

Garrett Nathan Manion 
Anacortes, Washington 

University of Minnesota  
Medical School, St. Paul, MN 
Family Medicine 

Hannah Loraine Manion 
Eden Prairie, Minnesota 

SSM Health/St. Louis University 
School of Medicine, St. Louis, MO 
Obstetrics and Gynecology 

Kaitlyn J. Mantelli 
Trinidad, Colorado 

University of Kansas School  
of Medicine/Via Christi, Wichita, KS 
Family Medicine 

Gina Marie Marcuzzo 
cum laude
Omaha, Nebraska 

University of Louisville School  
of Medicine, Louisville, KY 
Psychiatry 

Maya Susan Mathews 
Omaha, Nebraska 

Cincinnati Children’s Hospital  
Medical Center, Cincinnati, OH 
Pediatrics 

Anthony James Maxin 
Seattle, Washington 

University of Washington Affiliate 
Hospitals, Seattle, WA 
Neurological Surgery 

Mark Thomas May 
magna cum laude
Woodbury, Minnesota 

Mayo Clinic School of Graduate 
Medical Education, Rochester, MN 
Internal Medicine 

Renae Katherine Melone 
Chicago, Illinois 

Creighton University, Phoenix, AZ 
Preliminary Surgery 

Matthew James Merwin 
cum laude
Chilton, Wisconsin 

University of Wisconsin  
Hospitals & Clinics, Madison, WI 
Internal Medicine 

Chase William Miller 
Avon Lake, Ohio 

Nazareth Hospital/Trinity Health, 
Philadelphia, PA 
Ophthalmology 

Anjali Mishra 
San Ramon, California 

University of California San  
Francisco, San Francisco, CA 
Pediatrics 

Noorhan Arkan Monther 
San Diego, California 

University of Arizona College  
of Medicine, Tucson, AZ 
Internal Medicine 

Matthew Wayne Morris 
magna cum laude
Duluth, Minnesota 

Duke University Medical Center, 
Durham, NC 
Internal Medicine 

Granlee Van Nguyen 
Westminster, California 

KPC Health Hemet Valley Medical 
Center, Hemet, CA 
Transitional Year 
Santa Barbara Cottage Hospital, 
Santa Barbara, CA 
Diagnostic Radiology 

Mahsa Omrani Sabbaghi 
Isfahan, Iran 

Creighton University, Omaha, NE 
Psychiatry 

Ellen Ouyang 
San Diego, California 

MedStar Washington Hospital 
Center, Washington, D.C. 
Preliminary Medicine 
Medical College Wisconsin Affiliate 
Hospitals, Milwaukee, WI 
Physical Medicine and 
Rehabilitation

Cassie Rae Papproth 
summa cum laude
Belleville, Illinois 

University of North Carolina  
Hospitals, Chapel Hill, NC 
Plastic Surgery 

Shailee Dushyant Parekh 
cum laude
Aurora, Colorado 

Emory University School  
of Medicine, Atlanta, GA 
Internal Medicine 

Steven Gregory Parkin 
Salt Lake City, Utah 

Riverside Community Hospital, 
Riverside, CA 
Internal Medicine 

Christian Alexander Pawelek 
summa cum laude
Fairport, New York 

HCA Healthcare/USF Morsani 
Graduate Medical Education, 
Bradenton, FL 
Transitional Year 
Wake Forest Baptist Medical  
Center, Winston-Salem, NC 
Diagnostic Radiology 

Michael Dakota Planich 
Allison Park, Pennsylvania 

Creighton University, Omaha, NE 
Internal Medicine 

Koy Anderson Potthoff 
Scottsbluff, Nebraska 

University of Nebraska  
Medical Center, Omaha, NE 
Family Medicine 

DOCTOR OF MEDICINE  CONTINUED
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DOCTOR OF MEDICINE  CONTINUED

Ricky Rana 
Sugar Land, Texas 

University of Tennessee Graduate 
School of Medicine, Knoxville, TN 
Internal Medicine 

Abigail Elizabeth Reid 
Grosse Pointe Farms, Michigan 

Henry Ford Hospital, Detroit, MI 
Otolaryngology 

Curtis Martin Louis Rich 
Nashville, Tennessee 

University of Tennessee Ascension 
St. Thomas, Murfreesboro, TN 
Emergency Medicine 

Lorenzo Antonio Rivera 
Bellevue, Nebraska 

University of Texas Medical School, 
Houston, TX 
Pediatrics 

Vernon Rush Rockett IV 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 

University of Nebraska  
Medical Center, Omaha, NE 
Anesthesiology 

Anna Mae Rupp 
magna cum laude
Minnetonka, Minnesota 

University of North Carolina  
Hospitals, Chapel Hill, NC 
Psychiatry 

Alyssa Pari Salamanca Ghajarieh 
Santee, California 

University of Minnesota  
Medical School, St. Paul, MN 
Preliminary Surgery 

Malik Amer Salman 
Moorpark, California 

University of California Irvine  
Medical Center, Orange, CA 
Internal Medicine 

George David Bernard Schelzel 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

University of Wisconsin  
Hospitals & Clinics, Madison, WI 
Internal Medicine 

Swapnil Vipul Shah 
West Chicago, Illinois 

Emory University School  
of Medicine, Atlanta, GA 
Otolaryngology 

Athillesh Sivapatham 
Naperville, Illinois 

Medical College Wisconsin  
Affiliate Hospitals, Milwaukee, WI 
Preliminary Medicine 
University of Missouri,  
Kansas City, MO 
Diagnostic Radiology 

Robert Dent Smith, Jr. 
Baltimore, Maryland 

Nationwide Children’s Hospital, 
Columbus, OH 
Pediatrics 

Steven Charles Stanley 
Phoenix, Arizona 

Creighton University, Phoenix, AZ 
General Surgery 

George Byron Strobel 
Rexburg, Idaho 

University of Washington, Boise, ID 
Preliminary Medicine 
University of Kansas School  
of Medicine, Kansas City, KS 
Interventional Radiology 

Michelle Stephany Swedek 
cum laude
Morgan Hill, California 

Sutter Health, Roseville, CA 
Transitional Year 
Harbor-UCLA Medical Center, 
Torrance, CA 
Dermatology 

Gregory Douglas Sweetland 
Huntsville, Utah 

Sunrise Health Graduate  
Medical Education Consortium,  
Las Vegas, NV 
Transitional Year 
University of Nebraska  
Medical Center, Omaha, NE 
Interventional Radiology 

Sangeetha Tandalam Palanivelu 
Flushing, New York 

University of Kansas School  
of Medicine, Kansas City, KS 
Internal Medicine 

Ivanna Zhou Tang 
Lieutenant, U.S. Navy 
Pleasanton, California 

University of South Dakota Sanford 
School of Medicine, Sioux Falls, SD 
General Surgery 

Mitchell Allan Taylor 
Waconia, Minnesota 

Advocate Health Care, Chicago, IL 
Preliminary Medicine 
University of Wisconsin  
Hospitals & Clinics, Madison, WI 
Dermatology 

Samantha Marie Thomas 
Orlando, Florida 

Case Western/University Hospitals 
Cleveland Medical Center,  
Cleveland, OH 
Internal Medicine/International 
Medicine 

Ursulina Phyllis Tomczak 
magna cum laude
Homer Glen, Illinois 

MedStar Georgetown University 
Hospital, Washington, D.C.
General Surgery 

Marissa Jewel Vahle Mielke 
Duluth, Minnesota 

University of Minnesota  
Medical School, Minneapolis, MN 
Medicine-Pediatrics 

Logan Verheyen 
Waterford, Michigan 

Lakeland Regional Health,  
Lakeland, FL 
Transitional Year 
University of Iowa Hospitals  
& Clinics, Iowa City, IA 
Radiation Oncology 

Anjali Arena Vivek 
Scottsdale, Arizona 

Graduating in December 2025  

Lauren Brooke Walters 
Windsor, Colorado 

HealthONE, Aurora, CO 
Family Medicine 

Ting Wang 
Huntsville, Alabama 

Medical University of  
South Carolina, Charleston, SC 
Pediatrics 

Madison Grace Webster 
St. Paul, Minnesota 

University of Minnesota,  
Minneapolis, MN 
Ophthalmology 

Brittney Marie Wells 
Colorado Springs, Colorado 

Eastern Virginia Medical School 
Old Dominion University,  
Norfolk, VA 
Pediatrics 

Xinxin Wu 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

St. Clair Health, Pittsburgh, PA 
Transitional Year 
SSM Health/St. Louis University 
School of Medicine, St. Louis, MO 
Dermatology 

Kamron Karimi Zand 
magna cum laude
Rockville, Maryland 

Duke University Medical Center, 
Durham, NC 
Internal Medicine 
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Physician’s Oath 
 
As I enter the practice of medicine, I solemnly pledge  
to give my life and talents to the service of humanity.  
I will practice medicine with conscience and dignity.  
I will not permit considerations of race, gender, sexual 
orientation, religion, nationality, ideology or social standing 
to intervene between my art and my patient. The health  
and life of my patient will be my first consideration and  
I will abstain from whatever is deleterious or mischievous.  
I will hold in confidence all that my patient confides in me.

I will give respect and gratitude to my deserving teachers 
and all who have helped me in my pursuit of knowledge, 
empathy and wisdom. My colleagues will be my brothers  
and sisters and, by instruction and example, we will impart  
a knowledge of the art to those who wish to learn it.

I will maintain the utmost respect for human life and the 
dignity of my fellow man. I will not use my knowledge 
contrary to the laws of humanity and will strive to do  
no harm.

May God grant me the wisdom and compassion to practice 
this art. I make this oath freely and upon my honor.
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Traditions of Creighton

Creighton Seal
The Creighton University seal includes elements representing the Creighton 
family, Creighton’s Jesuit tradition and the Omaha Archdiocese.

The gold stripes on the red field, in the upper left-hand quadrant of the shield, 
come from the family coat of arms of St. Ignatius of Loyola, the founder of the 
Society of Jesus (Jesuits). The lion rampant comes from the Creighton family 
coat of arms, and the three seashells on a field of white and red sable come from 
the Wareham family coat of arms—paying homage to Creighton University’s 
founding families. The design for the shield’s final quadrant, in the lower left, 
comes from the coat of arms of the Archdiocese of Omaha. The starburst behind 
the shield comes from the seal of the Society of Jesus.

Ceremonial Mace  
In the Middle Ages, the mace was a club used in battle and carried by a 
bodyguard to defend a person of authority. Over the years, it began to lose its 
warlike image and became a symbol of peaceful leadership. 

At an academic institution, the mace is the symbol of the legal and chartered 
authority of the leadership to whom the board of trustees has delegated 
authority. When the ceremonial mace is present, the authority of the University 
is present. Use of the mace is reserved for occasions of outstanding importance, 
and it is an honor to bear the mace. 

The Creighton University mace was designed and fashioned by Brian K. Besack, 
operations supervisor of the University’s carpenter shop, at the invitation of  
then president, the Rev. John P. Schlegel, SJ, to commemorate the 125th 
anniversary of the University.

Using a cherry wood baluster from a long-abandoned staircase in the attic of 
Creighton Hall, the oldest building on Creighton’s campus, Besack designed 
and fashioned the shaft, head and foot of the mace. Each facet of the nine-sided 
head displays a bronze, gold-plated medallion bearing the name and founding 
date of the University’s schools and colleges. Its foot is sheathed in gold-plated  
brass, and cradled in its shaft rests the official seal of the University. At its top,  
the mace is crowned with a three-dimensional blue and gold medallion symbol 
of the Society of Jesus.
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History of Academic Attire
Examples of representative colors for degrees are: 

Arts, Letters, Humanities .................................... white
Education ................................................................. light blue
Philosophy ............................................................... dark blue
Science ..................................................................... golden yellow
Medicine .................................................................. dark green 

 • The doctor’s hood, in particular, signifies that an 
academic faculty has considered the recipient of 
such a hood to be mature in judgment, consistent 
in scholarship, and responsible in action.

 • The cap, a soft velvet hat in European and Canadian 
universities, but a square mortarboard in American 
universities, bears a gold tassel for the doctorate.

Although the standards and dress of academic garb have 
been revised periodically, they have changed very little since 
their inception and are pretty much as you see them today.

The history and significance of the hooding ceremony dates 
to the 12th century when many European universities required 
gowns of their cleric students. Although gowns and hoods may 
have served more utilitarian purposes in the days when these 
scholars frequented unheated buildings, these garments, then,  
as now, signify intellectual achievement and status. 

The academic gown was first used at the University of 
Cambridge in 1284, and was soon followed by the University of 
Oxford. The custom was brought to the United States in colonial 
times by King’s College in New York, now Columbia University. 

In 1885, American universities and colleges standardized 
academic styles and developed the Intercollegiate 
Code for Academic Costumes. In general, the academic 
regalia has followed the Cambridge tradition with the 
characteristic elements of the gown, hood and the cap.

To assist in the identification of the academic 
garb worn today, please note the following:

 • The gown is usually of black material, specifically silk for the 
doctorate. It has wide, round, open sleeves that are faced  
with panels of velvet and have three chevrons of velvet  
across each sleeve. 

 • The hood, which drapes down the back, identifies the  
nature and source of the degree. 

 • The color of the velvet edge represents the 
academic category of the degree, and the colors 
of the silk lining represent the institution.

History of Academic Attire
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Carole R. and Peter E. Doris, MD, Outstanding Student  
in Emergency Medicine Endowed Award, for 
excellent performance by a student entering 
the field of emergency medicine. 

Dr. Simon L. Moskowitz Family Medicine Award, for excellence 
in medical studies, involvement in family medicine, and 
motivation for family medicine postgraduate study. 

Nebraska Academy of Family Physicians Dr. Michael J. Haller 
Award, for excellence in family medicine, presented by the 
Department of Family Medicine.

Walter J. O’Donohue, Jr., MD, Achievement Award, 
for the senior student whose academic excellence, 
altruism, and high ethical standards demonstrate 
the legacy of Dr. Walter J. O’Donohue.

Outstanding Student Award, presented by the Department 
of Internal Medicine, for the student who exemplifies the 
qualities of a physician—outstanding academic ability, strong 
clinical skills, empathy, and high professional standards.

The Research Award, presented by the Department 
of Internal Medicine, goes to an individual student 
who has demonstrated outstanding achievement in 
research carried out in the Department of Medicine.

Dr. Walter J. Holden Obstetrics and Gynecology 
Outstanding Student Award, for outstanding 
performance in Obstetrics and Gynecology.

Outstanding Medical Student in Pediatrics Award,  
presented by the Department of Pediatrics.

Dr. Frank J. Menolascino Department of Psychiatry Award, 
for outstanding academic ability, strong clinical 
skills, maturity, dedication to learning, and high 
professional standards in psychiatry.

Carole R. Doris and Peter E. Doris, MD, Outstanding 
Student in Radiology Endowed Award, for excellent 
performance by a student entering the field of radiology.

John F. Sheehan Award for Excellence in Pathology, 
for exceptional academic performance in Pathology.

William Albano Surgical Award, in recognition 
of outstanding research activity.

Surgery Outstanding Student Award, for the student 
who most exemplifies the qualities of a surgeon—
scholarship, integrity, and humane dedication to 
surgical patients, their problems, and care.

Outstanding Service to the School of Medicine, presented 
by the Offices of Student Affairs and Medical Education.

Outstanding Service to the School of Medicine, 
presented by the Office of Medical Admissions.

Dr. Adolph and Ruth Sachs Prize, for the senior 
who has attained exceptionally high academic 
achievement during all four years of study. 

AwardsAwards

The Leonard Tow Humanism in Medicine Faculty Award, 
presented by the Arnold P. Gold Foundation to a faculty 
member for exceptional compassion and empathy, who serves 
as a role model for students and colleagues alike, and who 
shows genuine concern for others in the practice of medicine. 

The Leonard Tow Humanism in Medicine Student Award, 
presented by the Arnold P. Gold Foundation, to a 
graduating senior for exceptional compassion and 
empathy, and who shows genuine respect for others.

Awarded at an earlier ceremony.

Class Officers

Organization of Student Representatives

Alpha Sigma Nu National Jesuit Honor Society

Alpha Omega Alpha Medical Honor Society, for 
scholarship, personal integrity, compassion, and 
potential leadership in the field of medicine. 

Gold Humanism Honor Society, for integrity, 
respect, compassion, empathy, and altruism—
the qualities of the humanistic healer.

Aesculapian Award, for guidance, compassion, and 
selfless service to the class, community, and university. 
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Board of Trustees and President’s Council

Board of 
Trustees

President’s Council
Rev. Daniel S. Hendrickson, SJ, PhD
President

Mardell A. Wilson, EdD, RDN
Provost

Jan D. Madsen
Executive Vice President

Eric T. Baldwin, DMin
Vice Provost, Student Life

Marcus L. Blossom
McCormick Endowed Athletic Director

A. Barron Breland, DM
Vice Provost, Faculty and Academic Affairs
Dean, Graduate School 

Mary E. Chase, EdD*
Vice Provost, Enrollment Management 

Jessica R. Clark, DNP, RN
Dean, College of Nursing

Kari Costello, DBA
Vice Provost, Global Engagement

Mary Ann Danielson, PhD
University Faculty President

Rev. Kevin L. Dilworth, SJ
Chaplain, Phoenix Campus

Robert W. Dunlay, MD*
Dean, School of Medicine

Joshua P. Fershée, JD
Dean, School of Law

Rev. Kevin T. FitzGerald, SJ, PhD, PhD
Associate Professor, School of Medicine

Matthew C. Gerard
Vice President, University Relations 

Heidi W. Grunkemeyer*
Vice President, University  
Communications and Marketing 

Anthony R. Hendrickson, PhD
Dean, Heider College of Business 

Helen M. Hurst, DNP
Associate Dean, College of Nursing, 
Phoenix Campus 

James S. Jansen, JD*
General Counsel and Corporate Secretary

Bridget M. Keegan, PhD
Dean, College of Arts and Sciences 

Randy R. Richardson, MD
Regional Dean, School of Medicine,  
Phoenix Campus

Cynthia M. Schmersal, EdD*
Vice President, Mission and Ministry

Derek M. Scott
Associate Vice President,
Facilities Management 

Gayla M. Stoner, PhD
Dean, College of Professional  
and Continuing Education 

Judi A. Szatko
Associate Vice President,  
Human Resources 

Scott A. Taylor
Interim Vice President,  
Information Technology

Pernell J. Toney
Director of Recruitment,  
Human Resources

Sarah Singletary Walker, PhD
Vice President, Equity,  
Diversity and Inclusion 

Jillian A. Wallen, BDS, MS
Dean, School of Dentistry

Susan Speliopoulos Weems
Assistant Dean, Student Affairs and 
Operations, Phoenix Campus

Amy Friedman Wilson, PharmD*
Dean, School of Pharmacy  
and Health Professions

W. Wayne Young Jr., PhD*
Vice Provost, Student Success

*Creighton alumnus/alumna

Diane K. Duren* 

Chair
 

CREIGHTON UNIVERSITY

Mark W. Henkels*
Vice Chair

Josephine P. Abboud* 
Thomas D. Barry* 
Rev. Casey C. Beaumier, SJ, PhD
James T. Blackledge*
Rev. Timothy R. Breen, SJ, Trustee Associate
Rev. Matthew E. Carnes, SJ, PhD
Jerry K. Crouse
Christopher J. Elias, MD*
Michael J. Finley*
Todd A. Foje, JD* 
William J. Fox, JD* 
John W. Graham
Lee C. Graves, JD* 
Robert J. Greenwood*
Susan M. Haddix 
Sharon C. Harper*

Scott C. Heider
Rev. Daniel S. Hendrickson, SJ, PhD
Catherine L. Hughes*
Linda S. Hunt*
Rev. Eric T. Immel, SJ, Trustee Associate 
Eric L. Keen
Richard T. Kizer, JD*
Wende L. Kotouc
Clark D. Lauritzen
Rev. William P. Leahy, SJ, PhD
Derek J. Leathers
Elizabeth A. Lenke*
Donald E. Montgomery, JD*
Chris J. Murphy
Rev. Ronald R. O’Dwyer, SJ, EdD, Trustee Associate
Janis M. Orlowski, MD 

Melvin P. Palalay, MD*
Conan J. Rainwater, SJ, Trustee Associate*
Mark H. Rauenhorst*
Robert A. Reed Jr.
Karrin Taylor Robson, JD
Kenny G. Rocker 
William J. Roe*
Rev. Nicholas J.C. Santos, SJ, PhD
Ann L. Schmitt
Tobin A. Schropp, JD
James K. Simpson*
Kevin N. Travers*
Karen M. Van Dyke*
Mark R. Walter, JD*

*Creighton alumnus/alumna
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Annual and Endowed Scholarships
Ahmad Alchommali, MD School of Medicine Endowed Scholarship 
Dr. Alfred C. and Louise L. Alessi Memorial Endowed Scholarship 
Marguerite Arneth Scholarship 
George H. Arnold III Endowed Scholarship 
Arrupe Global Scholars Medicine Scholarship 
The Frank S. Baleiko, MD’70 Endowed Scholarship 
Dr. Eugene Barone, MD’76 and Family School of Medicine 

Endowed Scholarship 
Dr. John W. and Janet Barnes Family Endowed Scholarship 
The Clinton & Gilbert Beirne Medical Scholarship 
Dr. Edward and Nancy Beitenman Endowed Scholarship 
The Klee S. Bethel, M.D. Endowed Scholarship 
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Arizona Annual Scholarships 
The Dr. and Mrs. Walter R Brock Memorial Medical Scholarship 
Stephen M. Brzica, Jr. and Sheila Carey Brzica Endowed Scholarship 
Dr. Eileen G. Buhl and Class of 1988 Endowed Scholarship 
Buonavolonta Family Endowed Scholarship 
Merle and Betty Burmester Memorial Endowed Scholarship 
Byorth Family School of Medicine Endowed Scholarship 
Dr. Harold and Joan Cahoy Endowed Scholarship 
Cali Family Endowed Medical Scholarship 
The Carnazzo-Stutzman Family Endowed Scholarship - Medicine 
Dr. and Mrs. Vincent J. Carollo Medical School Endowed Scholarship 
Ned H. Cassem, S.J., M.D. Endowed Scholarship 
Dr. Michael A. Cavaleri Scholarship 
Carmelo C. Celestre, M.D. Endowed Scholarship 
Class of ’94 Todd Thomas Endowed Scholarship 
Romain P. Clerou, M.D. Endowed Scholarship 
John, Josephine & Mary Coates Endowed Medical Scholarship 
Robert and Shirley Collison Endowed Medical Scholarship 
Sal and Mary Walton Conti Medical Scholarship 
Dr. Coral and Jean Cotterell Endowed Scholarship 
Marilyn M. Crane Endowed Scholarship 
Robert F. Crawford, M.D. Scholastic Achievement Award 
Creighton University Family Medical Endowed Scholarship 
Creighton School of Medicine Class of 1955 Endowed Scholarship 

to Honor The Deceased and Living Class Members 
Creighton University School of Medicine Class of 1966 Endowed Scholarship 
Dr. and Mrs. Richard Q. Crotty Endowed Scholarship 
Creighton University Medical Center Service League Endowed Scholarship 
Henry L. Cuniberti, M.D. Scholarship 
Frederick de la Vega Medical Scholarship 
The Malody DeBoer Medical Endowed Scholarship 
Tom J. DeCino, M.D., Endowed Scholarship 
Ernesto and Elizabetta D. DeMarco Endowed Scholarship 
Innocente and Maria Roman DeMarco Endowed Scholarship 
Loreta Lim DeMarco Endowed Scholarship 
Lynn P. and Louise A. DeMarco Endowed Scholarship 
Romano O. DeMarco Endowed Scholarship 
Zemira M. DeMarco Endowed Scholarship 
Dean’s Endowed for Excellence in Education 
Dr. Edward M. and Jane Y. Decter Endowed Scholarship 
Dr. Edward J. and Ruth H. Delashmutt Scholarship 
Angela E. DeMarco, M.D. Endowed Scholarship 
Dr. Lynn I. and M. Dianne DeMarco Endowed Scholarship 
Dr. Peter R. and Loreta L. DeMarco Endowed Scholarship 
Richard L. Deming, M.D. Endowed Scholarship 
Dr. Stephen B. and Verne M. Devin Endowed Scholarship 
Dignity Health/St. Joseph’s Endowed Scholarship 
District Medical Group Scholarship 
Franklin D. and Nancy Dotoli Endowed Scholarship 
Drs. Carol Drake and Robert Troia Endowed Scholarship in Honor of Richard 

and Mary Lou Drake 
Dale E. & Rosemary Dunn Endowed Scholarship 
Dr. John Elder Endowed Scholarship 
Ellbogen Family Endowed Scholarship 
John W. Erickson, M.D. Endowed Scholarship 
Dr. Dennis & Joy Esterbrooks Endowed Scholarship 
Fallen Comrades of the Class of 1968 Endowed Scholarship 
Donnie Fangman, Jr. Memorial per Dr. and Mrs. Donald F. Fangman and Mr. and 

Mrs. Richard J. Fangman, Sr., Memorial Endowed Scholarship 
Dr. and Mrs. Richard J. Fangman Endowed Scholarship 

Richard J. and Loretta M. Fangman Memorial Endowed Scholarship 
Dr. Michael J. and Linda Fazio Endowed Scholarship 

in honor of William and Irene Fazio 
Richard J. Feldhaus, M.D. Endowed Scholarship 
David and Fay Feldman Endowed Medical Scholarship 
Holly Anne Fickel, M.D. Endowed Scholarship 
Dr. & Mrs. Robert M. Fischer Endowed Scholarship 
Dr. Robert and Mary Jane Fitzgibbons Family Scholarship 
Dr. John and Mary Fitzpatrick Endowed Scholarship 
Michael J. and Rozanne B. Galligan Endowed Scholarship 
The Dr. Martin and Suzanne Garcia Endowed Scholarship 
James O. Gates, M.D. Endowed Scholarship 
John A. and Anna C. Gentleman Scholarship 
The Thomas German, MD Family Endowed Scholarship 
Dr. John E. & Donna Glode Endowed Scholarship 
Donald T. Glow, M.D. Endowed Scholarship 
Joseph and Ruth Goldenberg and Morris and Miriam Brumberg 

Endowed Scholarship 
Dr. John L. and Margaret J. Gordon Endowed Scholarship 
Donald J. and Teresa M. Greco Family Endowed Scholarship 
James and Mary A. Gutch Endowed Scholarship 
Dr. C. Thomas and Mary Ann Hagan Family School of Medicine 

Endowed Scholarship 
Herbert C. and Elizabeth J. Hagele Memorial Endowed Scholarship 
F. Audley Hale M.D. Endowed Scholarship 
Hans Hansen, M.D. 1905 Endowed Scholarship 
Harper-Culhane Memorial Endowed Scholarship in Memory of Mary 

and Oliver Harper and Kathleen and Joseph Culhane 
Hartigan Family Endowed Scholarship for the School of Medicine 
Robert D. Hedequist, M.D. Endowed Scholarship 
Ed, Dorothy and Frank Hensing Native American 
Margaret R. Hernandez Endowed Scholarship 
Eugene F. Hoffman, Jr., MD, Endowed Scholarship 
Edwin J. Holling Endowed Scholarship 
Dr. Joseph M. and Frances M. Holthaus Endowed Scholarship 
Tu-Hi Hong, M.D. Endowed Scholarship 
Edward A. Horowitz, MD’78, School of Medicine Endowed Scholarship 
Theodore F. Hubbard, M.D. Endowed Scholarship 
Thomas C. Hunter Memorial Endowed Scholarship 
Dr. Charles and Kathryn Hustead Endowed Scholarship in Medicine 
Betty Lou H. Jelinek Endowed Scholarship 
Harry J. Jenkins, Sr., M.D., and Harry J. Jenkins, Jr., M.D. Endowed Scholarship 
Werner P. Jensen, M.D. Medical Scholarship 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Medical Scholarship 
Johnston Family Foundation School of Medicine Scholarship 
Dr. Paul N. and Desnee M. Joos Family Endowed Scholarship 
Thomas H. Joyce, III, M.D. Endowed Scholarship for Medical School Students 
Dr. Robert and Rebecca Kalez Endowed Scholarship for Medical Students 
Dr. Paul and Catherine Kantack Endowed Scholarship 
Marc S. Kelly Endowed Scholarship 
Klein Family Endowed Scholarship  
Milada Kloubkova-Schirger Ph.D. Endowed Scholarship 
The Krishna School of Medicine Scholarship 
The Steve and Cheryl Lakomy Endowed Scholarship 
Eugene F. Lanspa, M.D. and Bernice Hayes Lanspa Family Endowed Scholarship 
Margaret and Stephen Lanspa School of Medicine Family Endowed Scholarship 
A. Laughlin & Esther J. Barr Scholarship 
LEAD Scholars Medical Student Annual Scholarship 
Dr. Darrell, Cathy, and Nicolette Lee Endowed Scholarship 
Mrs. Lena Lorge Scholarship for the School of Medicine 
Luke Society Endowed Scholarship in Honor of Rev. John J. Lynch S.J. 
Magassy Endowed Medical Scholarship 
Dr. John G. and Bess Manesis Endowed Medical Scholarship 
Dr. Patrick C. and Marita D. Meekin Endowed Scholarship  
Dr. James E. and Mrs. Ann L. McGill Endowed Scholarship 
MICA Medical Foundation Scholastic Award 
Michael R. and Marian McIntee Endowed Family Scholarship 
Dr. Patrick J. and Geraldine M. McKenna Endowed Scholarship 
Robert J. McNamara, MD’42 Endowed Scholarship 
Mogel McQueen Annual Scholarship 
Creighton University School of Medicine Class of 1962 Endowed Scholarship 
Medical Dean’s Endowed Scholarship 
School of Medicine Alumni Advisory Board Endowed Scholarship 

Scholarships and Endowed Chairs
Scholarships and Endowed Chairs

We wish to thank our alumni and friends for their generous gifts to the School of Medicine.
The following is a list of donor-funded School of Medicine scholarships that were awarded in the 2024-2025 academic year. 
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Dr. Irving I. Mittleman Memorial Endowed Scholarship 
Robert E. and Suzanne C. Modlin Endowed Scholarship 
John and Mary Monson Family Endowed Medical Scholarship 
Dr. Aryan Mooss Family Endowed Scholarship 
Dr. James A. and Jeanne M. Murphy Endowed Scholarship 
William K. Murphy, M.D. Endowed Scholarship 
Dr. Delwyn J. and Josephine Nagengast Endowed Medical Scholarship 
Jon L. and Candy Narmi Endowed Scholarship 
The Norris Dougherty, MD Endowed Scholarship 
Doris Norton Scholars 
Anna H. O’Connor Scholarship 
Father J.J. O’Leary, SJ, Endowed Scholarship 
Dr. & Mrs. Gerald O’Neil Endowed Scholarship 
Frank and Margaret Oliveto Medical Scholarship 
Pascotto Family Endowed Medical School Scholarship 
Dr. Dwaine, Sr. & Carmen Peetz Endowed Scholarship 
Edmund V. Pellettiere, M.D. Classes of 1964 and 1928 Endowed Scholarship 
Dr. William A. and Ethel Green Perer Endowed Scholarship for Women 

in Medicine in Honor of Dr. Nicholas Dietz, Jr. 
Perrin/Class of ’64 Pathology Endowed Scholarship 
John A. and Dorothy B. Petersen Endowed Medical Scholarship 
Roy L. Peterson, M.D. Memorial Endowed Scholarship 
Phoenix School of Medicine Annual Scholarship 
Plecque Family Endowed Scholarship 
Dr. Carole Presnick and Dr. Carl Pantaleo Endowed Scholarship 
Dr. Mary Hoff Pylipow Time, Talent and Treasure Endowed Scholarship 
Tom and Teresa Quinn Medical Scholarship 
Dr. William D. and Kara Blakey Putman Dental and Medical Scholarship 
Purl E. Reed, M.D. Scholarship 
The Reedy Family Medicine Endowed Scholarship 
Reverend James Quinn, S.J., School of Medicine Endowed Scholarship 
Reals Family Scholarship 
Robert and Beverly Tate Rento Endowed Scholarship 
Dr. John R. and Beverly Bartek Reynolds Endowed Scholarship for Medicine 
Caroll Pierre Richardson Memorial Endowed Scholarship 
Dr. & Mrs. Norman E. Ringer Endowed Scholarship 
Rotary Club of Omaha Endowed Scholarship 
Dr. Garry F. and Judy Rust Endowed Scholarship 
Margaret D. Ryan Scholarship 
Dr. David A. Sackin Endowed Memorial Scholarship 

for the School of Medicine 
Sadowski Family Endowed Scholarship 
Stanley Sackin Endowed Scholarship for Medicine 
Edward John Safranek, M.D.’56 Endowed Scholarship in Medicine 
Dr. Sal and Marilyn Santella Endowed Scholarship 
Eli Sar, M.D. Endowed Medical Scholarship 
J. Albert Sarrail, M.D. Endowed Medical Scholarship 
The Schekall Family Endowed Medical Scholarship 
Dr. William M. Scholl Endowment for Medical Jurisprudence 
School of Medicine Scholarship  
Shirley and Eileen Schultz Endowed Scholarship 
Dr. Hubert F. Schwarz Scholarship 
Arthur L. Sciortino M.D. and Aileen Mathiasen Sciortino, M.D. 

Endowed Scholarship 
Marcia K. Shadle-Cusic Endowed Scholarship 
Dr. Kenichi Shimada Endowed Scholarship 
Dr. Joseph M. Shramek Scholarship 
Albert Shumate, M.D. Endowed Scholarship 
Paul S. Shurnas MD’96 Family School of Medicine Endowed Scholarship 
Dr. William H. and Margaret R. Shutze Endowed Scholarship 
Drs. Lynn and Matthew Simmons Endowed Scholarship 
James P. Slattery M.D. Endowed Scholarship 
The Jacob and Katrina Smeltzer Medical Scholarship 
The Dr. Leo Albert Smith Medical Scholarship 
Dr. Thomas Timothy and Cecelia Smith Endowed Scholarship 
Thomas Timothy Smith, M.D. Lecture Series 1988-2015 Endowed Scholarship 
Elizabeth Girardot Smoot Endowed Scholarship 
Scholarship for Peace and Justice 
School of Medicine Class of 1974 Endowed Scholarship 
Stafford Family Endowed Scholarship 
Storkan Endowed Scholarship 
The Uros A. Stambuk, M.D. Endowed Scholarship 
Friend of the School of Medicine Endowed Scholarship 
Dr. and Mrs. Charles Taylon Endowed Scholarship 
F. James and D. Kelly Taylor Endowed Scholarship 
Dr. Paul H. Thorough Medical Scholarship 
Dr. Peter M. and Annette L. Townley Family Endowed Scholarship 
Michael Phu T. Tran, MD and Erica Chen Jing, PharmD, 

Family Endowed Scholarship 
Fr. Ernesto Travieso, S.J. Endowed Scholarship 
Carl J. Troia, M.D. Endowed Scholarship 
Katherine C. Troia Endowed Medical Scholarship 
Turkal Family Endowed Scholarship 

Dr. Joseph E., MD’48 and Mrs. Virginia D. Twidwell Scholarship 
Dr. Joseph E., MD’48 and Mrs. Virginia D. Twidwell Endowed Scholarship 

in Honor of Frank E. Mork, Sr., M.D.’29 
Irma Smith Van Riesen, M.D. Endowed Scholarship 
Dr. Michael and Bonnie Vawter Endowed Scholarship 
Dr. William and Linda Vosik Endowed Scholarship 
Dr. Michael J. and Nancy J. Weaver Endowed Scholarship 
Webster Endowed Medical Scholarship 
Gretchen Wenner Butler, MD’13 Memorial Endowed Scholarship 
Edward R. West Scholarship 
Gerald J. Wieneke, M.D. Endowed Scholarship in Medicine 
Harold E. Willey Endowed Scholarship 
Robert G. Wilson Scholarship 
Robert M. Wiprud, M.D. Memorial Endowed Scholarship 
Dr. William K. Wolf Endowed Scholarship 
The John and Robbin Yee Endowed Scholarship 
John and Marie F. Zaloudek Foundation Scholarship in Medicine 
Nick and Teresa Zeniou Endowed Medical Scholarship 
Zoucha and Kuehner Family Endowed Scholarship

Endowed Chairs 
CyncHealth Population Health Endowed Chair 
Peekie Nash Carpenter Endowed Chair in Medicine 
Harry E. Stuckenhoff, M.D. Endowed Chair in Surgery 
Dr. Roland Kleeberger Endowed Chair 
Tenet Healthcare Endowed Chair 
Dr. and Mrs. Arnold W. Lempka Chair in Surgery 
Sheila and James J. Shea Family Endowed Chair in Anesthesiology 
August H. Bergman, M.D. Endowed Chair in Cardiology 
Dr. James P. Laumond Endowed Chair in Medicine 
Virginia G. Piper Chair of Medicine 
Virginia G. Piper Charitable Trust Endowed Chair in Pediatric Medicine 
Drs. Shashi and Subhash Bhatia, Bhatia Family Endowed Chair 

in the Department of Psychiatry 
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History of Creighton University

Edward Creighton John CreightonMary Lucretia Creighton Sarah Emily Creighton

Edward and Mary Lucretia Creighton, along with Edward’s brother, John, settled in  
Omaha in the 1850s. John married Mary Lucretia’s sister, Sarah Emily Wareham, in 
1868, and the four are considered the founders of Creighton University. Edward’s 
work with the transcontinental telegraph and freighting, ranching, railroading and 
banking became a major force in the city’s economic development. The two brothers 
were widely known for their business enterprises, and the two couples were also 
widely regarded for their philanthropy.

Edward died in 1874, and his widow included $100,000 in her will to establish 
Creighton College in memory of her husband. Mary Lucretia died in 1876, and her 
executors, who included her brother-in-law John, purchased 6.2 acres of land at  
the northwest corner of what is currently 24th and California streets. The land and 
additional securities were transferred to Bishop James O’Connor of Omaha, and 
construction began on the school. 

The bishop asked the Jesuits to operate the  
school and the first president, Roman A. Shaffel, SJ, 
arrived in Omaha in late 1877; the school opened  
on Sept. 2, 1878. One priest, two scholastics, 
a layman and a laywoman formed the faculty. 
The school began with 120 students ranging 
in age from 6 to 30. On Aug. 14, 1879, Bishop 
O’Connor surrendered his trust to the Jesuits, who 
incorporated “The Creighton University” under 
Nebraska law. Much of the initial teaching was 
below the collegiate level; in 1891, Creighton 
University awarded its first baccalaureate degree.

Edward and Mary Lucretia’s generosity is credited with establishing Creighton 
College, while John and Sarah Emily’s philanthropy enlarged it to a five-school 
university. Today, Creighton University consists of nine schools and colleges:

 • College of Arts and Sciences (1878)
 • School of Medicine (1892)
 • School of Law (1904)
 • School of Dentistry (1905)
 • School of Pharmacy and Health Professions (1905)
 • Heider College of Business (1920)
 • Graduate School (1926)
 • College of Nursing (1971; four-year bachelor’s degree program began in 1958) 
 • College of Professional and Continuing Education  

(Established as University College in 1983)

History of Creighton University
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Graduation Honors
Students may graduate with honors. Criteria for graduation honors can be found in the Creighton 
University catalogs. Honors for students with previously conferred degrees are listed in this program. 
Honors for students with May degrees met the honors criteria based on Fall 2024 cumulative grade point 
averages. Official honors will be awarded on the transcript and diploma based on Spring 2025 cumulative 
grade point averages. Honors for students who anticipate completing their degree requirements in August 
or December are not listed in this program. Honors will be awarded on the transcript and diploma at the 
time of degree conferral.

Degree Conferral 
Creighton University confers degrees three times per year: August, December, and May. Annual University 
commencement ceremonies are held in May for all Colleges and Schools. The hooding ritual is included 
in the commencement ceremony for master and doctoral level students. An additional graduate level 
commencement ceremony is held in December. Students who complete their degree programs in August 
or December may attend the commencement ceremony following completion, or with the approval of the 
Office of the Dean, in the preceding May. Participation in a commencement ceremony does not guarantee 
a degree is officially earned. A degree is conferred only after the dean verifies all academic requirements 
are met and the degree is posted on the student’s transcript by the Office of the Registrar.

Ceremony Photos
Ceremony Photos will photograph each graduate receiving his or her diploma. Graduates will be emailed 
a link to their photo proofs, or they can go to ceremonyphotos.com for more information. Questions may 
be addressed to service@ceremonyphotos.com or call 402.917.6518.

Lord, teach me to be generous; teach me to serve you as you 
deserve; to give and not to count the cost; to fight and not to heed 
the wounds; to toil and not to seek for rest; to labor and not to ask 
for reward; save that of knowing that I am doing your will.

A Prayer for Generosity 
St. Ignatius of Loyola, Founder of the Society of Jesus (the Jesuits)

Social Media

Connect to the Creighton Commencement experience using #CreightonGrad

  @creightonmedicine  |  @CreightonAlumni

  CreightonUniversitySchoolOfMedicine  |  CreightonUniversityAlumni

  Creighton University School of Medicine
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Welcome to the 
Creighton University 
alumni family,
now more than 80,000 strong. While 
your time as a student is coming to a 
close, your time in our global alumni 
community is just getting started. No 
matter where life takes you, we will be 
here to support you with opportunities 
and benefits to help you stay connected. 
Bluejays for life. 

alumni.creighton.edu

SEPT. 12–14, 2025
Reconnect with classmates. Reminisce about your college 
days. And remember that Creighton forever remains your 
home away from home. 
More info: creighton.edu/creightondays

Welcome to the Alumni Family

19

http://alumni.creighton.edu
https://alumni.creighton.edu/news-and-events/creighton-days



	Letter from the President
	Order of Exercises
	Vision Statement
	Candidates for Earned Degrees
	Physician’s Oath 
	Traditions of Creighton
	History of Academic Attire
	Awards
	Board of Trustees and President’s Council
	Scholarships and Endowed Chairs
	History of Creighton University
	D. J. Sokol Arena Map
	Social Media
	Welcome to the Alumni Family


